had wished the thing; but with nothing like such enthusiasm as King George;—to whom the refusal, by Friedrich and Fate, was a bitter disappointment. Poor Britannic Majesty : Archduke Joseph came to be King of the Romans, in due course, right enough. And long before that event (almost before George had ended his vain effort to hasten it), Austria turned on its pivot; and had clasped, not England to its bosom, but France (thanks to that exquisite Kaunitz) ; and was in arms against England, dear Hanover, and the Cause of Liberty! Vain to look too far ahead,—especially with those fish-eyes. Smelfungus has a Note on Kaunitz; readable, though far too irreverent of that superlative Diplomatist, and unjust to the real human merits he had.
'The struggles of Britannic George to get a King of the Romans elected were many. Friedrich never would bite at this salutary scheme for strengthening the House of Austria: "A bad man, is not he?" And all the while, the Court of Austria seemed indifferent, in comparison; —and Graf von Kaunitz-Rietberg, Ambassador at Paris, was secretly busy, wheeling Austria round on its axis, France round on its ; and bringing them to embrace in political wedlock ! Feat accomplished by his Excellency Kaunitz (Paris, 1752-3);—accomplished, not consummated; left ready for consummating when he, Kaunitz, now home as 1'rime Minister, or helmsman on the new tack, should give signal. Thought to be oue of the cleverest feats ever done by Diplomatic art.
'Admirable feat, for the Diplomatic art which it needed ; not, that I can see, for any other property it had. Feat which brought, as it was intended to do, a Third Silesian War ; death of al>out a million fighting men, and endless woes to France and Austria in particular. An exquisite Diplomatist, this Kaunitz; came to be Prince, almost to be God-Brahma in Austria, and to rule the Heavens and Earth (having skill with his Sovereign Lady, too), in an exquisite and truly surprising manner. Sits there sublime, like a gilt crockery Idol, supreme over the populations, for near forty years.
' One reads all Biographies and Histories of Kaunitz :' one catches evidence of his well knowing his Diplomatic element, and how to rule it and impose on it. Traits there are of human cunning, shrewdness of eye; — of the loftiest silent human pride, stoicism, perseverance of determination,— but not, to my remembrance, of any conspicuous
1 Hormayr's (in (Esiemicliischcr Plutarch, iv. 3tes, 231-283); etc. etc.